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Neighbors helping neighbors shovel and
dig out are common sights around
western New York. The city of Buffalo
once again proved itself to be The City
of Good Neighbors.

TARPON SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL
OUTDOOR ENSEMBLE

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to recognize my alma mater, Tarpon
Springs High School, and its outdoor
ensemble for winning the 2014 Bands of
America championship.

This is their sixth championship in 14
years, Mr. Speaker. They have won a
total of 11 grand championships in
Bands of America regionals in Georgia
and Florida. The Tarpon Springs
marching band has also been dubbed
Grand Champions at the Seminole
Sound Spectacular for the past 13 con-
secutive years.

The Sponger band, named for the
early 20th century sponge divers who
migrated from Greece to Tarpon
Springs, Florida, are the single most
dominant and accomplished marching
band in Florida.

Congratulations to the students; the
band leader, Kevin Ford; and the par-
ents involved in this year’s champion-
ship. ““Go, Spongers!”” Mr. Speaker, 1
am so proud.

———
ACA OPEN ENROLLMENT

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to talk about the
Affordable Care Act. Over 8 million
Americans have signed up for private
health insurance plans for 2014, almost
20,000 in the district I represent.

Overall, the number of uninsured
residents in our district has declined
by 8 percent. 33,000 people in the dis-
trict purchased quality, affordable care
through the new health insurance mar-
ketplace. 11,000 young adults were able
to continue coverage through their
parents’ plans. For 84 percent of those
enrolled in the health insurance mar-
ketplace, the cost of the average plan
was reduced to $72 a month.

Unfortunately, 52,000 individuals who
would otherwise have health insurance
remain uninsured in our district be-
cause Texas did not expand Medicaid.

The open enrollment period for 2015
through the marketplace began Satur-
day, November 15. I encourage all
Americans to take advantage of the op-
portunity to access quality, affordable
coverage and enroll.

Please, for your family and for our
community, we need more people in-
sured so they have that certainty.

———

JONATHAN GRUBER GRANT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Jonathan
Gruber, “‘smart”’ MIT professor,

ObamaCare architect, who has had to
apologize for repeatedly calling the
American voters stupid, has received
millions of taxpayer dollars from Fed-
eral and State governments.

He now has an NIH—National Insti-
tutes of Health—grant that adds up to
$2 million. This grant is for an analysis
to determine how people choose their
Medicare part D prescription drug plan.
That might be something good for CMS
and HHS to know, but it is far from the
real kind of medical research we expect
NIH to be doing.

Just a few weeks ago, the Director
was saying they lacked enough money
to fund Ebola vaccines. That was be-
fore it became widely known that they
were funding a grant for Swedish mas-
sage for rabbits and other outrageous
grants.

We expect NIH to fund
groundbreaking medical research to
prolong life, develop medicines, to cure
and treat diseases, not economic re-
search by a man who is now infamous
for insulting the American public.

Dr. ANDY HARRIS and I wrote the Di-
rector with questions about this grant.
I hope we hear soon before another
check goes out the door.

———

AURORA STAFF WENT ABOVE
CALL OF DUTY DURING EMER-
GENCY OUTAGE

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to praise the air traffic control-
lers and FAA safety and technical em-
ployees who went above and beyond the
call of duty surrounding the recent
emergency situation in Awurora, Illi-
nois.

Following unprecedented cir-
cumstances, the Chicago center staff
kept the surrounding air space oper-
ational, safe, and efficient during the
17-day outage. On several different
days during the outage, Chicago
O’Hare, which serves my constituents
in the 14th District, was the Nation’s
busiest airport.

Controllers from two dozen facilities
around the Midwest and also the FAA
Command Center worked together to
keep the flying public safe and the sys-
tem operating at close to capacity.

The air traffic controllers, technical
operations personnel, and management
at Chicago center and in all facilities
throughout the Midwest and the Na-
tional Airspace System have proven
why the United States has the safest,
busiest, and most efficient system in
the world.

The public should be proud of the
teamwork and professionalism that
they demonstrated as they met a dif-
ficult challenge and kept America safe.
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PRESIDENT OBAMA’S EXECUTIVE
OVERREACH

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, when it
comes to illegal immigration, Presi-
dent Obama has long said that he has
no legal authority to extend executive
amnesty. Now, I don’t say this very
often, but you know what? I agree with
him.

His job as President is to enforce the
laws that Congress has passed, but
now, President Obama seems to have
forgotten that he is not a king. Presi-
dent Obama’s plan to extend executive
amnesty to millions of illegal immi-
grants is an unacceptable abuse of
power that goes against the will of the
American people. As the President said
himself, ‘“That’s not how our democ-
racy works. That’s not how our Con-
stitution is written.”

President Obama should abandon this
planned executive overreach and work
with Congress to secure our borders
and strengthen enforcement of the ex-
isting immigration laws.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind Members to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
the President.

———

STANDING WITH PRESIDENT
OBAMA ON EXECUTIVE AUTHOR-
ITY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
this is not the first year or the second
year or the third year of the adminis-
tration. In actuality, we are going to-
wards the end of the term of this ad-
ministration.

From my perspective as a member of
the Committee on Homeland Security
Committee and the Subcommittee on
Immigration and Border Security on
the Committee on the Judiciary, every
single year, this administration has ex-
tended its hand of collaboration to this
Congress to intervene in the desperate
lives of those who have been stolen
from their children, deported, or fami-
lies that have been disunited, if you
will, wanting to be reunited.

I stand with the President tonight as
he gives his message to America that
we are a humanitarian country and
that ‘“‘under my constitutional author-
ity, as can be documented by scholars
across this Nation, I have the author-
ity to be merciful to give humanitarian
relief,”” citing the U.S. v. Arizona case
in 2012, when Justice Roberts said that
the President has the authority for hu-
manitarian relief.

Every difficult decision, unfortu-
nately, in this Nation, from freeing the
slaves to making the armies or the
militaries integrated, took courage
from Presidents. Lyndon Baines John-
son had courage when he signed the



November 20, 2014

Civil Rights Act in 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act in 1965.

Mr. President, you are doing the
right thing. I stand with you on exer-
cising your executive authority. We
need mercy for these people who are
desperate.

PROMOTING NEW
MANUFACTURING ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the bill,
H.R. 4795, Promoting New Manufac-
turing Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 756 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4795.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HULTGREN) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4795) to
promote new manufacturing in the
United States by providing for greater
transparency and timeliness in obtain-
ing necessary permits, and for other
purposes, with Mr. HULTGREN in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
WHITFIELD) and the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD).

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, President Obama has
made it very clear that if the U.S. Con-
gress does not pass legislation that he
has said that is a priority for his ad-
ministration, that he intends to ac-
complish his goals by the use of execu-
tive orders and through regulations.
Today, with H.R. 4795, we are here to
address a specific problem caused by
regulations coming out of EPA relating
to the Clean Air Act.

We know that announcements have
been made for manufacturing expan-
sions in the United States amounting
to about $135 billion. But we also know
that EPA has gone into a pattern of
when they issue new regulations, it
takes them sometimes years to come
up with guidances so that State EPAs
and manufacturing applicants for clean
air permits will know what is required
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to meet the new regulations. Because
of the lack of clarity and the time of
meeting timely guidances, it creates
great confusion and uncertainty for the
States and for the specific manufac-
turing facilities trying to meet these
requirements.

To give you an example, the last
ozone rule that was adopted by the
EPA in 2008, the guidance for people
trying to meet those requirements of
that regulation still have not been
issued. So we find ourselves in a situa-
tion where these new regulations are
creating great obstacles to economic
growth in the United States, and I
think all of us recognize that economic
growth has been quite stagnant for
some time.

We have had many hearings on this
issue, and we hear from people on a
regular basis that one of the reasons
that they can’t get new plants built is
because of the uncertainty, the lack of
clarity, the lack of guidance from the
EPA when they come out with new reg-
ulations.

Anyone that follows EPA is quite
aware that they are particularly ag-
gressive in new regulations. They have
come out with new regulations on the
Clean Air Act on a regular basis for the
last 4 years. And so once again we find
ourselves with lack of clarity, lack of
guidance from EPA.

This legislation, which was intro-
duced by Mr. SCALISE, simply says to
EPA, if you come out with a new regu-
lation, simultaneously you must pro-
vide the guidance for the States and
the individual applicants who will be
required to obtain permits to build
their manufacturing facility. So that is
what this bill is all about.

I think it is a commonsense piece of
legislation, and obviously all of us
want to create new jobs. We have com-
panies out there today with a lot of
cash who want to produce these, build
these new plants, but because of bu-
reaucratic difficulties, lack of clarity,
and lack of guidance on a timely basis
from the EPA, it makes it extremely
difficult to do.

So that is why we are here today to
discuss this legislation. I think it is
very important that we adopt this leg-
islation.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This has been a fascinating week in
terms of the environment. We started
it with the President orchestrating one
of the truly groundbreaking break-
throughs in carbon emissions and get-
ting the Chinese, for the first time, to
agree to limit their carbon emissions,
setting new standards for the United
States.

Then this week, in the Congress, we
basically have three bills that are the
equivalent of saying, through statute,
to polluters, ‘“‘Smoke ’em if you got
’em.”” I mean, three bills that represent
one of the worst trifectas I have ever
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seen, and I come from horse racing
country.

Yesterday we voted on a bill that, in
the title, suggests that we are some-
how improving the science behind the
environment, and basically what it did
was limit the ability of EPA to have
scientists as part of the decision-
making process. Today we are dis-
cussing the so-called Promoting New
Manufacturing Act, and, as we heard
from my good friend from Kentucky,
the goal of the legislation is to facili-
tate a manufacturing renaissance in
the United States by expediting air
permits for new facilities.

But the premise of the bill is very
flawed: new manufacturing facilities
aren’t being held back by clean air re-
quirements; weakening the Clean Air
Act won’t create jobs; and the specific
provisions of this bill will slow down
permitting, not speed it up. In truth,
this bill is yet another Republican at-
tempt to weaken the Clean Air Act
protections and attack EPA’s author-
ity to reduce harmful air pollution.

The Clean Air Act requires major
new or expanding sources of air pollu-
tion to obtain permits with pollution
limits before the facilities start con-
struction. It is a lot easier and less
costly to minimize air pollution when
you are designing and building a facil-
ity compared to cleaning up existing
facilities.

These pre-construction permits are
based on a simple principle: a new fa-
cility should not increase local air pol-
lution above levels that are safe to
breathe. The bill before us violates this
principle by creating a permitting
loophole, allowing new facilities to ob-
tain permits under old, less protective
air quality standards unless EPA pro-
mulgates new regulations or guide-
lines.

This provision is bad for existing
manufacturing in the United States.
The permitting loophole would actu-
ally impose new costs on the manufac-
turing sector rather than help it. The
bill allows new facilities to pollute
more than their fair share, leaving the
existing manufacturers to make up the
difference.

In areas struggling to clean up their
air, like in my district in Louisville,
Kentucky, this effectively shifts the re-
sponsibility and cost of pollution con-
trol to existing manufacturing facili-
ties. This provision does not make eco-
nomic sense. Furthermore, in all of the
limited testimony pursuant to consid-
ering this bill, there was not one com-
pany identified that actually said they
would build a manufacturing facility if
they could do it under older guidelines.

I am kind of amused that the Repub-
licans now want the EPA to issue na-
tionwide guidelines, when their ide-
ology says States are better prepared
to deal with issues at their own level;
and, in fact, States, under the existing
law, have done a very, very good job of
creating guidelines and strategies for
meeting problems with pollution in
their jurisdiction.
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